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MISSION STATEMENT 


The Bureau of Land Managementis responsible for stewardship of our publiclands. The BLM 
is committed to manage, protect and improve these lands in a manner to serve the needs of the 
American people. Managementis based upon the principles of multiple use and sustained yield 
of our nation’s resources within a framework of environmental responsibility and scientific 
technology. These resources include recreation, rangelands, timber, minerals, watershed, fish 
and wildlife habitat, wilderness, air and scenic quality, as well as scientific and cultural values. 
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INTRODUCTION Bee 


BACKGROUND: 


On April 2, 1997 the Nevada State BLM Director approved and signed the Nevada Wilderness 
Action Plan. This Plan provides a framework of critical action items which must be accomplished 
before the passage of a Nevada BLM Wilderness bill. These action items, when completed, will 
ensure that the Nevada BLM is ready for the challenge and responsibility of protecting and managing 
future BLM additions to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 


One of the action items in the Nevada Wilderness Action Plan, Action Item I.C., required that 

_ Wilderness Study Area (WSA) notebooks be prepared for all BLM WSAs in Nevada. The 

- notebooks provide BLM management with “desk reference guides” to WSAs within the State, and may 
ultimately be used by members of Congress and the general public as enhanced versions of the 
NEVADA BLM STATEWIDE WILDERNESS REPORT. 


Printed notebooks have been prepared for the respective jurisdictions of each of the six Nevada BLM 
Field Offices and for the Nevada portions of the California BLM's Eagle Lake and Surprise Field 
Offices. Each notebook consists of two parts foreach WSA. The first part contains a one to three 
page narrative, which is simply a condensation of the WSA narrative contained in the NEVADA BLM 
STATEWIDE WILDERNESS REPORT. The elements described in the WSA narratives are as 
follows: 


The name, number, and acreage of the WSA 

A general location and boundary description 

A characterization of the wilderness values 

A discussion of the wilderness recommendation and rationale 
A summary of energy and mineral resource values 

A summation of issues and public interest in the WSA 


* * & & & & 


The second part of each notebook incorporates a series of six maps for each WSA which display the 
following Geographic Information System (GIS) themes: 1) contours, 2) counties, 3) geographic names 
and features, 4) land ownership, 5) public land survey system, 6) roads, 7) water features, 8) BLM 
WSA, recommended “suitable,” and “‘non-suitable” boundaries, 9) developments and disturbances, 10) 
rights-of-way, 11) grazing allotments, 12) herd management areas, 13) federally-listed threatened and 
endangered species, 14) mining claim density, 15) mining operation locations, 16) mineral potential, 17) 
special-use air space, and 18) military aircraft training routes. 
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QUALIFICATIONS: 


The information displayed on the subsequent maps is intended to give the reader an overview of the 
most significant physical, cultural, and resource management data available within and immediately 
outside WSA boundaries. Because resource data is constantly changing and is frequently modified, 
accuracy of the data only applies to this publication. 


Further, the data presented is limited to that which can be characterized at the scale utilized for this 
project, as it is impossible to portray all available GIS data in an 81/2" by 11" format. For example, not 
all mineral potential is shown for each WSA. In many cases, only the highest mineral potential for the 
most valuable mineral is indicated for a given WSA, as it would be spatially and graphically untenable, 
and visually discordant to attempt to exhibit all mineral potential for all minerals present within a WSA. 
Consequently, many medium and low mineral potentials for the least valuable minerals have not been 
depicted on the WSA maps. Refer to the “Definitions and Explanations” section which follows for 
more specific information regarding mineral potential. j 


Similarly, only observations of federally listed threatened and endangered species are exhibited on the 
WSA maps. Proposed and candidate special status species are not shown, nor are State of Nevada 


listed species. 


The physical and resource management data arrayed on these maps has been collected from U.S. 
Geological Survey 1:100,000 Digital Line Graph files and were digitized from 71/2 minute (1:24,000) 
U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle maps. In some cases, if no WSA boundary exists on a 71/2 minute 
map, linear data may be incomplete for that file or map. Some linear data, such as utility rights-of-way, 
or livestock water systems or utility lines, may abruptly end on the map without extending all the way to 


the map frame line. 


The physical and resource management data depicted on these WSA maps portrays the most accurate 
data available at the time of map preparation. Base data has been extracted from various scale base 
maps and some of the data has not been field-checked or ground-proofed. As more accurate 
inventory and resource management information becomes available, WSA maps will be amended or 


revised. 


For a comprehensive depiction of mineral potential, special status species, or for complete information 
regarding any other GIS theme, please address mail to the GIS Coordinator, BLM Nevada State 
Office, P.O. Box 12000, Reno, Nevada 89520-0006. You may visit the GIS Coordinator at 1340 
Financial Boulevard, or you may call the Coordinator at 775-861-6400. 


For information regarding a specific resource inventory or database that is not GIS related, please 
contact appropriate Field Office or Field Station resource specialists. Field Offices and Field Stations 
in Nevada are located in Elko, Winnemucca, Carson City, Ely, Las Vegas, Battle Mountain, Tonopah, 
and Caliente. Portions of the northwest section of the State are managed by the Eagle Lake Field 
Office in Susanville, California and the Surprise Field Office in Cedarville, California. 
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DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 


ALLOTMENT -- An area of land designated and managed for the grazing of livestock. 


CHERRY-STEMMED_ ROAD -- A road that is completely enclosed on both sides by a 
Wilderness Study Area boundary. The Wilderness Study Area boundary is the edge of the 
right-of-way if a right-of-way has been granted, or the edge of disturbance if no right-of-way 
has been issued. Cherry-stemmed roads appear as red and black dashed lines within WSA 
boundaries on the “WSA Boundaries and Land Ownership” maps. Cherry-stemmed ways, 
trails, and washes appear as black dashed lines within WSA boundaries on the “WSA 
Boundaries and Land Ownership” maps. In some instances, these black dashed lines may 
appear to be a solid line at the page size scale. | 


DEVELOPMENT -- For purposes of this document, any structure, facility, or 


enhancement constructed and located on public lands. These include but are not limited to, 
developed springs, fences, wildlife guzzlers, stock ponds, gabions. 


DISTURBANCE -- For purposes of this document, a disruption of the soil or vegetation within 
a Wilderness Study Area necessitating recontouring of the topography, replacement of topsoil, 
and/or restoration of native plant cover. These include but are not limited to, mines, material 


sites, ditches, roads, excavated trash dumps. 


HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA) -- A geographic area identified as having 


been used by a herd as its habitat on the date of passage of the Wild Horse and Burro Act of 
1971 that has been established for the maintenance of wild horse and burro herds. 


INSTANT STUDY AREA (ISA) -- Any of eleven natural areas formally identified by the 


Nevada BLM through a final action published in the Federal Register before November 1, 
1975. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA, Public Law 94-579, 

‘90 Stat. 2743, 43 USC 1701) required an accelerated wilderness review of these areas which, 
for all intents and purposes, are Wilderness Study Areas. 


MILITARY TRAINING ROUTE -- A route established to accommodate low-altitude 


military training operations of aircraft that permits speeds in excess of 250 knots indicated air 
speed below 10,000 feet mean sea level (MSL). Some segments may extend above 10,000 
feet MSL due to terrain or other requirements. 
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MINERAL POTENTIAL -- A prediction of the likelihood of the occurrence of a solid, 
liquid, or gaseous mineral resource within a Wilderness Study Area expressed in terms of 
"high," "medium," or "low" potential. 


The mineral potential information portrayed on the WSA maps is taken from U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) Bulletins prepared in conjunction with the U.S. Bureau of Mines to study the 
mineral potential of Wilderness Study Areas in Nevada. The USGS and Bureau of Mines 
conducted mineral surveys on areas approximating recommended “suitable” portions of WSAs 
to determine the mineral values, if any, that may be present. The recommended “nonsuitable” 
portions of WSAs within WSAs containing recommended “suitable” portions were not 
surveyed, nor were literature searches conducted on the “nonsuitable” portions of these WSAs. 
The mineral potential for WSAs that were wholly recommended “nonsuitable” was not studied 
by the USGS and Bureau of Mines. However, wholly recommended “nonsuitable” WSAs_ 
were assessed based on a literature search and, where applicable, on discussions with private 
industry. 


Some inconsistencies may be noted between the discussion of mineral potential in the WSA 
narratives and the mineral potential displayed on the WSA maps. These inconsistencies are 
attributable to the fact that the BLM’s Geology, Energy, and Minerals (GEM) Reports, which 
were prepared in the early 1980s, were the primary source of mineral information for the WSA 
narratives. The GEM Reports predated the Bureau of Mines and U.S. Geological Survey 
Bulletins, which were prepared as late as 1990, and were the only sources of data utilized in the 
preparation of WSA maps. Thus, due to the availability of new mineral information, advances 
in technology, and the refinement of predictive models between 1980 and 1990, some 
differences may be noted between the WSA narratives and the WSA maps. 


The Bureau of Mines and USGS Bulletins were prepared utilizing the best information available. 
The “best information available” was characterized in the Survey Bulletins as “Levels of 
Certainty” which ranged from “Available information (A - is not adequate for determination of) 
(B - only suggests) (C - gives a good indication of) (D - clearly defines) the level of mineral 
resource potential.” “Levels of Certainty” are not displayed on the WSA maps for the minerals 
present within each WSA due to spatial and graphic limitations. 


‘In some cases, the boundaries of the mineral potential do not coincide precisely with the 
boundaries of the Wilderness Study Areas because Bureau of Mines and USGS report 
boundaries were digitized at a different scale compared with the WSA boundaries, and WSA 
boundaries had not been finalized at the time the mineral reports were published. Furthermore, 
in some areas of the state where WSAs are clustered and two or more WSAs are separated 
only by a road, a reader interested in a given WSA may have to refer to the “Mineral Potential” 
maps of adjacent WSAs for a more comprehensive display of the mineral potential within the 
WSA of interest. That is to say, larger mineral groupings identified on the “Mineral Potential” 
maps of adjoining WSAs may extend into the WSA of interest but may not be exhibited in the 
legend of the WSA of interest. 
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MINING CLAIM -- The mining claims identified on the “Mining Claim Density and 
Operations” WSA map are the total number of “active” mining claims and sites within and 
adjacent to each WSA as of the date specified on the WSA map. “Active” mining claims and 
sites are defined as “claims and sites for which all required fees and filings have been timely 
submitted in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.” The mining claim density 
symbol depicted on the WSA map gives a representation of the number of claims and sites 
within a section of land. It does not necessarily indicate that mining claims and sites are located 
wholly within WSA boundaries. 


MINING OPERATION -- A mining claim activity for which a 3809 Mining Notice or Plan of 
Operation or a 3802 Plan of Operation has been filed with the Bureau of Land Management. 


Mining operations shown on the “Mining Claim Density and Operations” WSA map, which 
have no corresponding mining claim beneath them, can be attributed to one or more reasons. 
First, the information came from two separate and distinct databases that may not have been 
completely reconciled, one with the other. Second, mining law states that a description of 
location need only be sufficient for a person to find a claim on the ground. Sometimes the 
description of location is only the “best guess” of the claimant or the operator as to where the 
claim is actually located rather than a legally described location. Third, discrepancies may be 
due to data entry errors. 


It is not always necessary to possess a mining claim in order to conduct a mining operation. 
For example, failure to pay necessary fees and filings in a timely manner will result in mining 
claim termination. However, the associated mining operation may not terminate with the claim. 


RECOMMENDED N ON-SUITABLE -- All ora portion of a Wilderness Study Area 


that the President has recommended to the United States Congress as not appropriate and not 
acceptable for preservation and designation as wilderness based on an analysis of the existing 
and potential uses of the land. 


RE NDED TABLE -- All ora portion of a Wilderness Study Area that the 


President has recommended to the United States Congress as appropriate and acceptable for 
. preservation and designation as wilderness based on an analysis of the existing and potential 
uses of the land. 


RIGHT-OF-WAY -- An authorization to use or occupy public lands pursuant to the issuance of 
a right-of-way grant. A right-of-way grant authorizes use over, upon, under or through public 
lands for construction, operation, maintenance and termination of a project. Right-of-way 
grants may be issued for, but are not limited to, such uses as roads, trails, reservoirs, canals, 
ditches, pipelines, transmission lines, railroads, and communication sites. These more common 
types of right-of-way grants are specifically identified on the “Rights-of-Way” WSA map. Less 
common types of right-of-way grants, for such uses as weather stations, stock driveways, etc., 
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have not been shown on the WSA maps. 


ROAD -- For purposes of the wilderness review program, a route that has been improved and 
maintained by mechanical means to ensure relatively regular and continuous use. "Improved 
and maintained" means physical actions taken by man to keep the road open to vehicular traffic. 
"Improved" does not necessarily mean formal construction. "Maintained" does not necessarily 
mean annual maintenance. "Mechanical means" is the use of hand or power machinery or tools. 
"Relatively regular and continuous use" means vehicular use which has occurred and will 
continue to occur on a relatively regular basis. 


SPECIAL USE AIRSPACE -- Consists of airspace wherein activity must be confined 
because of its nature and/or wherein limitation may be imposed upon aircraft operations. The 
purpose of a special use airspace is to identify for other airspace users where military activity 
occurs, segregate that activity from other users to enhance safety, and allow charting to keep 
airspace users informed of activity within the special use airspace. 


THREATENED AND ENDANGERED (T&E) -- The words "threatened" and 


“endangered” are used in this document to describe Federal listings authorized by the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended. "Threatened" means any species which is likely 
to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range. "Endangered" means any species which is in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range. Only Federally listed threatened and 
endangered species are shown on the WSA maps. Points on the map represent observation 
records or museum collections only and do not indicate extent of habitat or species distribution. 


TRAIL -- A pathway usually created and maintained by human foot traffic, beasts-of-burden, 
livestock, or wildlife. Trails are not shown on WSA maps but are mentioned in some WSA 
narrative texts. 


WAY -- A track or route within a Wilderness Study Area maintained solely by the 
passage of vehicles which has not been improved and/or maintained by mechanical means to 
ensure relatively regular and continuous use. Ways were identified during the intensive 
-inventory phase of the Wilderness Review Process. Although mentioned in some WSA 
narrative texts, ways are not shown on WSA maps. 


WILDE TUDY AREA (WSA) -- A roadless area or island that has been 
inventoried and found to possess wilderness characteristics as described in Section 603 of the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act and Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. 
Private and other agency inholdings within Wilderness Study Area boundaries are officially, 
legally, and technically not part of the Wilderness Study Area. Some private and other agency 
inholdings are not shown with the Wilderness Study Area boundary symbol around them. 
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BLUEBELL WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 55,665 acres 


The Bluebell WSA (NV-010-027), located approximately 95 miles east of Elko, Nevada and 10 miles 
southwest of West Wendover, Nevada in the Toano Range, is oblong in shape - approximately 14 miles 
long and eight miles wide. Dirt roads form most of the WSA’s boundary; the Morgan Pass Road on the 
south and unnamed dirts roads on the east and west. Private lands form the northern boundary, except 
a % mile section of dirt road. There are no split estate lands or private inholdings. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness 
55,665 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The entire WSA is recommended for nonwilderness because of mineral potential, the possible expansion 
of a limestone quarry, and less than outstanding wilderness values in the northern part of the WSA. 

Also considered was the wilderness recommendation for the Goshute Peak WSA, immediately south of 
this WSA, which better represents the outstanding wilderness values of this mountain range. 


The northern portion of the WSA is not recommended for wilderness because of possible expansion of 
the nearby limestone quarry. The limestone is of high quality and expansion of the existing quarry is 
likely following release of the adjacent lands. 


The southern portion of the WSA is not recommended for wilderness because of good potential for 
metallic minerals. Approximately 9,500 acres contain identified disseminated gold resources and high 
and moderate potentials for disseminated gold. It is expected that these minerals will be developed and 
the wilderness values lost. The need to allow for exploration and development of potential gold 
resources outweighs the wilderness values. The no wilderness recommendation for the southern portion 
of the WSA removes the area with the highest wilderness values. Wilderness values north of the 
mineralized area become more subdued as elevations decrease. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The WSA consists of steep, mountainous terrain, with many canyons radiating from 
the central ridgeline of mountain peaks. At the lower elevations, the area supports a pinyon-juniper 
ecosystem, while small stands of mixed conifers and bristlecone pine can be found at the higher 
elevations. Elevations range from 5,300 to over 8,000 feet. All of the WSA, except about 30 acres in 
the foothills, is free of man’s imprints. Manmade features include approximately 20 miles of ways, eight 
miles of cherrystem roads, four corrals, one mile of barbed wire fence, two developed springs and ten 


small pit reservoirs. 


B. Solitude: Outstanding opportunities for solitude exist within the WSA. The WSA is extremely 
rugged with high mountain peaks and many drainages. This highly dissected topography provides many 
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Drainages on the WSA’s west side are rocky and rugged, while 
the east-side drainages are densely wooded. 


Topographic and vegetative screening enhances the outstanding solitude. The WSA contains about 15 
drainages and hundreds of small canyons with moderately dense stands of pinyon pine, limber pine, 
Utah juniper, white fir, and mountain mahogany. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. A Military Training Route, used for low-level, high-speed 
exercises, and a Military Operations Area cover the WSA. Flight elevations vary, but aircraft fly as low 

as 100 feet above ground level. Disruption of the silence, which contributes to the feeling of solitude, is 
still infrequent. At times, aircraft can be seen and/or heard all day. Other times, one can travel for days 


and not see or hear a military jet. 
















“Yaoi & nrgetony conned ‘ pe ee eee PRES LP 
> as y 
ae — vac. ; ; i . 4 
iT ee: sv 0 : Sa) | Sa 7 - : 

= me a ' i] : ‘ - 
seo ri mah Shy oa acai ‘2 Ay He arth natty AY as ax esr hen 
inthe 7 y | 


fie itunes > Le Pate ar ty tees eae Mgt —s —s 





Lie ° : = ak Ln SA »t =r" } - "" , hh? 
pes aa ha ely one athe oe a 


i a ' mel ie / 
7 ’ , a ay / ike a - > & , ¥ 
J a ; i ry, ; ; rf a y 7 p 7 * i «@ © . 

Oh Ry i cers. Wi iy ees init nibiaiin Ok 
hi aay 2.4 é i an a oma ins ‘on tte s Be ponte wore td 4 yay | 
3% amis a mgr rat ¥ va om 5 " Andes Gowns a hear gag wo : soy > *€ 
re ogk ww catedtans — pow phere gtdten Dears . 


~~ 
, 


Rs tie tinyy eh “~ jeg menace eM lieagnie “% 5 t ; A a 
Spree ot vil 
LW ches Gey a iv 
ay a ais yoeza JAR iby 


er ae on a he 


nener ett AGW ot of (@inanely bien eae snail? hia 1200U sch Gneea | 
blop vw} lawnetog rypirt fare +4 re we oa, 26 8 ting ad, 
By sreG etgmsa eton thd toavwoe' 90s n upg ‘my! det 8 Be a oe i far trate i if 

heldeniadh denetblieabeditein icnih mK esp st ory 2881 18° ne sh * odes merit + a) 


bre nieteew ort! grote: 1us90 enoteenil hint eh 





















ae TD o = a A / aL 


shellac cial 3 Ra etacigeorie inaaewrere by pint ris et ny a bu] ty PP tyes aa 
sovcom on Naber yy ne Nl nexe © - t eV pri teeta ty at ; fat Ld 


it aa py hie Necet r 
genyy bogs wae.4. sean a Aoeyy 


7 f 
- TM 2 
. 
as 7 
at 0 & Vim parte PRESEN") NES cy ods mn >) 
i 


neviaa .Dberogog malt aaameblw avon ben salad 
2 ton ai a — v | 
ert bn. snnihnag gnitelel shinier hnoctivein de aarege ot ori! at otiomc@ emarunad - 
a. aa Cie ; oh wh ey) 1 * Tee | be gory 





i oman ene inet zines on br } als 0" ye Tee 
No 618 1 Ince ne aL eae ite “tps dame ode janioho s'MJG ei behooaie 


tht 1a kalinets Pe Ta. Tne ee ae 


ae aD 7 rv Dede i : a o "i , f y 
a aa fs 5 ; 
gnissetie « Bet) gidiriew bear-to inemegsnsm m neon ne i via pares nt et 08 ee 
MOGCOSU Io wey ott bea Jnemqolvel io aot 10 poe en fbr a eied baal 7 
bhuow tat et Races alba att Priel 


ais Aen f sa ptene A hy 2 \ayligetingtenn Busoni, yew 


we vel er ie ee wee fe oe 
se a & a" , fou : : / i a - ¥ 
beaonng ert! cehecqua AMS ent (2 . at weil kee vk end tedhant Mie ant 


bn ie pat cm grind hea yedbicste fo piCape ty yok D open 
Wig Py ona ; 








p se Wien! 


= 
— 


yi? a> nue site wed Co ae eee es 


\y Sia 2 f ae ‘7 : : a 1 1a te 7 ; 
‘ ‘ait wy 44 TUNEL 2 | -_ or . a i ' : i" ‘ 7 AA i 
‘ 7 ¥ hae é 
eis see ; P Die eae “ae 1 : 
na a aia ict se ay. redler 
a hal a ES Oe alien 


03/20/00 


LC] BLM 
[_] Private Land 


Bluebell Wilderness Study Area 
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Bluebell Wilderness Study Area 
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GOSHUTE PEAK WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 69,770 acres 


The Goshute Peak WSA (NV-010-033), located approximately 100 miles east of Elko, Nevada and 20 
miles southwest of West Wendover, Nevada in the southem portion of the Goshute Mountain Range, is 
generally oblong in shape - 18 miles long and two to eight miles wide. The Morgan Pass Road defines 
the northern boundary. Unnamed dirt roads form the eastern and western boundaries. A telephone line 
right-of-way delineates approximately 2 miles of the southeastern boundary. There are no split estate 
lands or private inholdings. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE -_ 61,004 acres recommended for wilderness 
8,766 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The recommendation is to designate 61,004 acres as wilderness because of naturalness and 
outstanding opportunities for solitude and for primitive and unconfined recreation. The remaining 8,766 
acres would be released because of mineral potentials and an existing highway right-of-way. The 
imprints of man are generally confined to the lower elevations and are substantially unnoticeable in the 
WSA as a whole. 


Extremely rugged and densely wooded drainages create outstanding opportunities for solitude. White 
fir, limber pine, bristlecone pine, and mountain mahogany add variety to the vegetative screening and to 
the solitude. Opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are outstanding. The 18-mile long 
WSA, with its many drainages, ridges and peaks, provides outstanding opportunities for backpacking, 
hiking, rock climbing, fossil collecting, and wildlife observation. 


Conflicts with other resources are limited. There are no identified mineral or energy resources. The 
southern half has identified limestone resources, but the occurrence of limestone closer to rail lines and 
highways makes development unlikely. The area is manageable as wilderness due primarily to the 
extreme ruggedness and the relative inaccessibility of much of the area. The demand for firewood and 
Christmas trees from the Wendover and Salt Lake City areas results in unauthorized woodcutting. 


A scientific study on migrating raptors has operated in the WSA since 1979. The project includes a 
temporary camp and several trap stations on the ridge above Christmas Tree Canyon and operates from 
late August to early November each year. The data collected is considered important for baseline 
wildlife inventories, future wilderness management planning, and ecological condition monitoring. BLM 
provides yearly logistical support. Limited support would continue following wildemess designation. 
Impacts of the operation are localized and are not considered significant enough to preclude continuing 
the study. 


Two parcels, on the northern tip and along the northeastern boundary, are not recommended because of 
their good potential for metallic minerals. A third parcel along the southern and southeastern boundaries 
is not recommended for wilderness to allow for future placement of facilities within the highway corridor, 
to exclude a highway right-of-way inadvertently included in the WSA, and because of the good potential 


for gold. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The steep, mountainous topography with small stands of mixed conifers and many 
canyons radiating from the central ridgeline provides outstanding naturalness. Enhancing this 


1 































25 bs aha 8 wo me oti OOF pe yr" “7 
ge pair vaya Lt ig 
ee . he, )' eras mer p haw gr 
ateten Wee Of ane es asm et toe 


pment tian ah! “lhe 
rs waa: 7 7 
i we f : ne ~ 4 


7 a 


eeccrosty ‘val 
soon siiiwynen tat 


bs sean aa! rat 
290.8 orininnan alt nOtwerdar Retlinsortiy bite 


et! yew lotion yauright pciteixe 9a As 
a’ of) Odeon vasdngiede?s Os bas walle wna att ot bento 


sia .ebcdioe ot eebinudhoage peiahaties asa > cari en gana be be 


Cove pAReaIIe Avaya” cha ope ren ors ein 
ono! elke St etT .grubhatine ais robhesen banitngdtiy tna evttimng 


or toscpsd vo) aeBlosaage iain’ eabyeernny aes eee Seer 


AT aecwaen ygrane 16 imanin QaliineOon ere awit Daten’, Risen 
ows aarit ha SD egels enoiiamilto enammooo aff fd wechaaen beiitrobl 3 hast ervertiut ~ 
eri! of viKamng sub osesnobiy 26 eidaapanam &) sarc entt Viedtilny Inemacisved eaten eee 
sna Deowedt 1) boemek @iT serie off ee Monin ouiiele: erlf bre eeorbaggur emer i, 
gp etuebsew basnerttusny ab aoesr anon yi ened bw sewbnal att cna gs EI 


6 ache imicwg ef? OVeT conve Ai wt 4 tone wart anak gab: mo re sorain it; 
mon) aekeess: bee qoOyna agit eainiensD swads ago eft no enapaie gard npwen © a. GRR OES 


& 


erinceds 14 orgie hoe garni ay come wedenevoit iim pean po an 
MIG NOT miiionos iegelnas Gra, nah inemeqannrh weeereasine aut Agpcatranct’ -1ator 
rohariainnd eremabsiw qnieedtioh sultan baw Haque Be LOGUE 9 emer 
gnkuntny onl RO te " - ee gsi) 


- 






ou a ae 
to eaveued bedbrennoon Jor ss sqabeuiod 2 heal Lie periaes. P 
esnsbruind metznarivos = woigcagon th pi oe a: 
Jodo ieveright ert rintiw aaliifoet irony ‘ Relosontn mg 

Isuinatog boog ert! to emusoad tris AGW eit Sebati a oe ae 


aa <* 


_ ee pa ri petra ety Ky 2 ay 
et ee ; a bs sights if . _ . ’ ae 


CAT 
a en 
a ile i he a 
ee 






sae 


naturalness is the absence of man’s imprints in the higher elevations. Even the scattered imprints of 
man in the lower elevations do not detract from the area’s naturalness because of the dense pinyon- 
juniper woodlands. Man's imprints consist of approximately one mile of cherrystem road, 27 miles of 
vehicle ways, an old deer hunter's cabin, a deer hunter's camp, a corral, one mile of barbed wire fence, 
and one developed spring. Most of these intrusions penetrate less than one mile into the WSA. Only 
the raptor research project with its plywood blinds, tents, and maintained access trail affects the higher 
elevations. 


B. Solitude: Outstanding opportunities for solitude exist within the WSA. The densely wooded WSA is 
extremely rugged with high mountain peaks, rocky cliffs, and many drainages. The west-side drainages 
are rocky and rugged, while those on the east are densely wooded. 


The topographic and vegetative screening is outstanding. About 15 drainages wind through moderately 
dense stands of pinyon pine, limber pine, Utah juniper, white fir, bristlecone pine, and mountain 
mahogany. The drainages are generally steeper on the west side than on the east, but all are passable 
on foot. The ridgeline itself is quite rugged. Elevations range from 6,000 to 9,500 feet. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. While only the very northern portion of the WSA is within 
a Military Training Route used for low-level, high-speed exercises, aircraft are not confined to the MTR 
and fly over the entire WSA. The southeastern portion of the WSA lies within restricted airspace. Flight 
elevations vary, but aircraft fly as low as 100 feet above ground level. Disruption of the silence, which 
contributes to the feeling of solitude, is still infrequent. At times, aircraft can be seen and/or heard all 
day. Other times, one can travel for days and not see or hear a military jet. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The Goshute Peak WSA has outstanding opportunities for 
primitive and unconfined recreation. These include backpacking, hiking, wildlife observation, 
photography, rock climbing, and fossil collecting. The potential to observe birds-of-prey enhances these 
opportunities. 





D. Special Features: From late August through mid-October each year, thousands of raptors migrate 
south past the Goshute Mountains. Raptors known to migrate through the area include golden and bald 
eagles, red-tailed hawks, northern goshawks, peregrine falcons, American kestrels, and Cooper's hawks. 
The southern end of the WSA contains the only known bald eagle winter roost in Elko County. 
Bristlecone pine trees, some of the oldest living things known, occur at the higher elevations. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The entire Goshute Peak WSA can be managed as wildemess. The area contains no private inholdings 
or state lands. Any development of potential minerals in the areas not recommended for wilderness 
would be peripheral and would not impair wilderness values in the WSA as a whole. The highway right- 
of-way in the southeastern portion of the WSA would detract from the wilderness setting, but only ina 
localized area. Unauthorized woodcutting activities are anticipated to continue, requiring increased 
management. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


According to a USGS report, a small area on the west side has low potentials for gold and oil and gas. 
The WSA has a high potential for high-purity limestone. Also, three parcels have good potential for 
metallic minerals. As of October 1989, there were approximately 270 post-FLPMA mining claims in the 
WSA. 
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6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS 


The BLM received 42 comments on the draft EIS; four supported more wilderness than proposed, seven 
supported the proposed action, 25 supported less wilderness than proposed, and six had no position. 
Comments specific to the Goshute Peak WSA addressed the raptor research project (both for and 
against), the need to protect the raptor migration areas, alternatives for adding and deleting portions of 
the WSA, mineral potential, and conflicts with utility and highway corridors. 


County agencies or officials submitted no comments. The Governor of Nevada's consistency review 
supported the BLM’s preferred alternative except an east-side area with good potential for metallic 
minerals. 


The EPA requested clarification in the final EIS on interim management, off-road vehicle use affecting 
potential wilderness status, access for mineral exploration or development, and the use of USGS/BOM 
surveys to modify wilderness recommendation. The U.S. Air Force supported alternatives that would not 
restrict military overflights. 


The BLM received one comment on the final Wells Wilderness EIS; the EPA supported the proposed 
action. 
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Goshute Peak Wilderness Study Area 
DEVELOPMENTS AND DISTURBANCES 
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SOUTH PEQUOP WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 41,090 acres 


The South Pequop WSA (NV-010-035), located approximately 45 miles southeast of Elko, Nevada, is an 
U-shaped northeast-southwest trending ridge in the southern Pequop Mountains. Dirt roads form most 
of the WSA boundary. There are two short sections of "point-to-point" boundary along the southwestern 
and northeastern edges. Several miles of section line comprise the boundary along the northeast 
border. There are no split estate lands or private inholdings. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 34,544 acres recommended for wilderness 
6,546 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The recommendation is to designate 34,544 acres as wilderness because of naturalness and 
outstanding opportunities for solitude and for primitive and unconfined recreation. The densely- forested, 
highly-dissected portions of the WSA provide a setting untouched by man. The remaining 6,546 acres 
would be released for uses other than wilderness. 


Opportunities for solitude are outstanding in the many drainages radiating from the central ridgeline. 
The dissected topography and dense conifer stands offer visitors a sense of remoteness and total 
isolation. Outstanding and challenging opportunities for hiking and backpacking are available along the 
ridges and canyons. Scenic vistas are outstanding at the higher elevations; views of up to 70 miles are 
available in some directions. 


Conflicts with other resources are limited. Within the area recommended for wilderness the USGS 
identified 6,100 acres of moderate potential for metallic minerals. The wilderness values of the two 
zones are considered higher than potential mineral values. Even without wilderness designation, 
development is not anticipated. The area recommended for wildemess also contains identified 
phosphate resources and areas with moderate potential for phosphate resources. These deposits and 
potential deposits are not large enough to be economically mined. 


Two parcels comprise the 6,546 acres not recommended for wilderness. The northern parcel parallels 
the Wester Pacific railroad line. The low, rolling hills do not adequately screen out the sights and 
sounds of the railroad. The area also has moderate potential for metallic minerals. Wilderness values 
are not outstanding until the ridgeline that forms the northern boundary of the area recommended for 


wilderness. 


A second parcel along the eastern boundary lacks opportunities for solitude and for primitive and 
unconfined recreation. The gentle terrain contains most of the WSA’s vehicle ways, is easily accessible 
by ORVs, and lends itself to vegetative manipulation. Future private land activities at the north end 
could adversely affect wilderness values. Also, a large portion of the area has a good potential for 
phosphates. These factors, and the lack of outstanding wilderness values, were considered more 
important than preserving the parcel as wilderness. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The WSA is predominately natural with densely-forested, highly-dissected terrain 
essentially untouched by man. Vegetation ranges from sagebrush and grasses on the south-facing 
slopes to dense stands of white fir and limber pine on the northern exposures. Pinyon-juniper 
woodlands occupy much of the mountain range, while nearly impenetrable shrub thickets cover many 
slopes. This area’s 11 miles of vehicle ways are generally unnoticeable and do not affect naturalness. 
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B. Solitude: Within the area recommended for wilderness there are outstanding opportunities for 
solitude. There are many steep canyons extending both east and west from the knife-edged ridgeline. 
Dense vegetation in these canyons provides outstanding seclusion. Although the southem exposures 
are not densely vegetated, the WSA has overall outstanding opportunities for solitude. Elevations range 
from 5,650 to 8,950 feet. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. A Military Training Route, used for low-level, high-speed 
exercises, covers almost all the WSA. Flight elevations vary, but aircraft fly as low as 100 feet above 
ground level. Disruption of the silence, which contributes to the feeling of solitude, is still infrequent. At 
times, aircraft can be seen and/or heard all day. Other times, one can travel for days and not see or 
hear a military jet. 


Within the area not recommended for wilderness opportunities for solitude are low to nonexistent 
because of gentle terrain and no dense woodlands. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The area recommended for wilderness contains outstanding 
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Opportunities for hiking, backpacking, and 
camping are available along the ridgelines and in the canyons. Long-distance scenic vistas in some 
directions are available from the ridgeline. The WSA provides outstanding opportunities for fossil 
collecting or viewing bristlecone pine trees. 


There are no opportunities for outstanding primitive and unconfined recreation in the areas 
recommended for nonwildemess. The gentle topography offers few hiking or backpacking challenges. 


D. Special Features: Bristlecone pine trees, some of the oldest living things known, occur at the 
higher elevations. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The entire WSA can be managed as wildemess to preserve the values now present. There are no 
private inholdings, state lands, or rights-of-way. The WSA has low potential for energy resources. 
Although the WSA contains zones of moderate potential for metallic minerals, development is not 
anticipated. The potential phosphate resources are not considered of high enough grade to be 
developed. As of January 1990, there were four mining claims in the WSA. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


According to a USGS report, two areas have moderate potential for metallic minerals. A 500-acre area 
is at the northem end of the study area, while the other 5,600-acre area is north of Ninemile Canyon. 
The report also identified areas of moderate potential for phosphate resources and a small area of 
identified (actual) phosphate resources. Oil and gas potential is low. As of January 1990, there were 
four post-FLPMA mining claims in the WSA. 


6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The BLM received 42 comments on the draft EIS; four supported more wilderness than proposed, seven 
supported the proposed action, 25 supported less wildemess than proposed, and six had no position. 
Comments specific to the South Pequop WSA touched on the high wilderness and scenic values and 


the potential enhancement from bighom sheep reintroduction. Comments opposing wilderness centered 
on the potential for increased visitor use to adversely affect the area. 


County agencies or officials submitted no comments. The Governor of Nevada's consistency review 
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supported the BLM’s original preferred alternative but suggested developing more an identifiable eastern 
boundary. 


The EPA requested clarification in the final EIS on interim management, off-road vehicle use affecting 
potential wildemess status, access for mineral exploration or development, and the use of USGS/BOM 
surveys to modify wilderness recommendation. The U.S. Air Force supported alternatives that would not 
restrict military overflights. 


The BLM received one comment on the final Wells Wilderness EIS; the EPA supported the proposed 
action. 
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CEDAR RIDGE WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 10,009 acres 


The Cedar Ridge WSA (NV-010-088), located approximately 23 miles south of Elko, Nevada, is near the 
south end of Cedar Ridge. Bladed dirt roads form the west and south boundaries. A rugged, but easily 
identifiable, 4-wheel drive road forms the north boundary. A fence line and a vehicle way make up the 
eastern boundary. The WSA is comprised entirely of public lands. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness 
10,009 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The 10,009-acre Cedar Ridge WSA is not recommended for wilderness. The WSA has high woodland 
products values, high potential for oil and gas, and moderate potentials for uranium and barite. The 
area would be difficult to manage under a wilderness designation. The availability of woodland products, 
oil and gas, and minerals is considered more important than the less than outstanding wildemess 
values. 


Naturalness and outstanding opportunities for solitude are limited to small areas within the WSA. 
Unsubstantial, but inescapable, stumpage from years of woodcutting is evident throughout much of the 
WSA. Three allotment boundary fences, two of which are bladed, detract from the area’s naturalness. 
Although topographic and vegetative screening provides opportunities for solitude, the quality is 
diminished by sights and sounds outside the WSA. Additionally, the sounds e, low-flying military jets 
‘within the two Military Training Routes affect the entire WSA. 


The WSA does not contain any outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. 


Although the WSA could be managed as wilderness, it would be difficult and would require extensive 
fencing, signing, and vehicle barriers, in addition to constant and intensive patrolling. The area’s history 
of woodcutting would probably cause many woodcutting trespasses. 


The area contains a very high value woodland resource of 4,940 acres of pinyon pine and Utah juniper. 
As one of only three woodland areas close to Elko, the demand for this resource is high. The 
recommendation would make these resources available for harvest. 


The WSA has high potential for oil and gas and moderate potential for precious metals, barite and 
uranium. The recommendation allows access to explore these for potential resources. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The WSA appears natural. Elevations range from 5,613 to 7,149 feet. The east side 
of the ridge is severely eroded and gullied, while the west side is an uptilted deeply-dissected bench. 
Vegetation consists of dense stands of junipers and sagebrush. There is no surface water. There are 
two bladed fence lines, one additional fence, six pit reservoirs and three vehicle ways totalling about five 
miles. The ways are more noticeable than the pit reservoirs. The WSA contains extensive evidence 
from over a hundred years of woodcutting. The imprint of man’s work is subtle and possible to escape 
in much of the area, but is not entirely avoidable. Naturalness is not outstanding. 


B. Solitude: While the WSA contains sufficient topographic and vegetative screening to provide 
opportunities for solitude, the quality is only fair to good because of outside influences. The best 
opportunity for solitude would occur in an area west of the ridge where deeply dissected drainages occur 
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RED SPRING WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 7,847 acres 


The Red Spring WSA (NV-010-091), located approximately 20 miles south of Elko, Nevada, is the 
northern end of Cedar Ridge. Bladed dirt roads form the west and south boundaries. Mile-long 
sections of private property form a sawtooth boundary along the northern and eastern boundaries which 
are not easily discernible on the ground . BLM lands comprise the entire WSA. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness 
7,847 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The 7,847-acre Red Spring WSA is not recommended for wilderness. The WSA has high value 
woodland products, high potential for oil and gas, and moderate potentials for uranium and barite. The 
availability of these commodities is considered more important than the less than outstanding wilderness 
values. The area would be difficult to manage under a wildemess designation. 


Naturalness and outstanding opportunities for solitude are limited to small areas within the WSA. Less 
than outstanding wilderness values dominate the WSA. Unsubstantial, but inescapable, stumpage from 
years of wood cutting is evident throughout much of the WSA. Although topographic and vegetative 
screening provides opportunities for solitude, the quality is diminished by sights and sounds outside the 
WSA. Additionally, the sounds of low-flying military jets within Military Training Routes affect part of the 
WSA. 


The WSA does not contain any outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. 


Although the WSA could be managed as wilderness, it would be difficult and would require extensive 
fencing, signing, and vehicle barriers, in addition to constant and intensive patrolling. The area's history 
of woodcutting would probably cause many woodcutting trespasses. 


The area contains a very high value woodland resource of 3,200 acres of pinyon pine and Utah juniper. 
As one of only three woodland areas close to Elko, the demand for this resource is high. The 
recommendation would make these resources available for harvest. 


The WSA has high potential for oil and gas and moderate potential for precious metals, barite, and 
uranium. The recommendation allows access to explore for these potential resources. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The area is an eroded limestone ridge of rolling hills and drainages with dense 
pinyon-juniper woodland. Elevations vary between 5500 and 6400 feet. With the exceptions of past and 
ongoing woodcutting and the Red Spring development (230 feet inside the north boundary), the overall 
area is natural. The WSA contains extensive evidence from over a hundred years of woodcutting. The 
imprint of man’s work that is subtle and possible to escape in much of the area, but is not entirely 
avoidable. Naturalness is not outstanding. 


B. Solitude: While most of the WSA contains sufficient topographic and vegetative screening, the 
quality is only fair to good because of outside influences. The remaining portion, along the eastern and 
western boundaries, offers no opportunities for solitude. Additionally, the quality is diminished by the 
sights and sounds of activities outside the WSA. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The area does not have outstanding or diverse primitive 
recreation opportunities. There is little challenging terrain for hiking. While camping opportunities exist, 
the lack of water, short hiking distances, and less than outstanding attractiveness discourage this use. 
Small populations and low wildlife diversity provide limited hunting and wildlife observation opportunities. 
Horseback riding opportunities are fair to good, but less outstanding because of limited water, short 
riding distances, and less than outstanding scenery. 


D. Special Features: The WSA does not contain any special features. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The WSA could be managed as wilderness, but it would be hard to protect the area’s resources. There 
are no private inholdings or valid rights. The Red Spring development and access road could cause 
site-specific management concems, but would not preclude spring maintenance. The extreme pressure 
from nonconforming woodcutting would make long-term management extremely difficult. The effort 
necessary to effectively contain this pressure would require extensive fencing, signing, vehicle barriers, 
and constant patrols and could impair the wildemess values. Wood harvesting has been a long-term 
historical use. Access to the area is good and cross-country vehicle travel within the WSA is easy. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


The WSA has high oil and gas potential. This potential is based on favorable oil maturation levels, 
excellent source rocks, nearby oil production and shows, and a favorable structural setting. The entire 
WSA would be leased, if available for leasing, because of past leasing, nearby seismic exploration, and 
industry interest. 


Much of the WSA has moderate potential for precious metals, barium, and uranium. The WSA has low 
to no potential for other locatable minerals. As of April 1990, there were no mining claims in the WSA. 
The WSA is unfavorable for geothermal resources. All leasable minerals, except oil and gas, are 


unlikely to occur. 
6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS 


The BLM received 31 comments on the draft EIS; 16 mentioned wilderness. Eight of these comments 
were specific to the Red Spring WSA. Five supported the BLM’s no wildemess proposal. Three 
preferred wildemess designation for the entire WSA. 


The Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Park Service, USGS, Fish and Wildlife Service, and EPA 
commented on the draft EIS, but had no specific comments on this WSA. The Govemor of Nevada’s 
consistency review concurred with the BLM’s recommendation. 


The BLM received one comment on the Elko Final Wilderness EIS; the EPA addressed wilderness 
recommendations for other WSAs. 
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Red Spring Wilderness Study Area 
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SOUTH FORK OWYHEE RIVER WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 51,632 acres 


The South Fork Owyhee River WSA (ID-16-53/NV-010-103A), located in Owyhee County, Idaho, and 
Elko County, Nevada, about 100 miles northwest of Elko, Nevada, includes 43,790 acres of BLM land in 
Idaho, a 160-acre private inholding in Idaho, and 7,842 acres of BLM land in Nevada, for a total of 
51,632 acres of BLM land. Primitive dirt roads, fence lines, and legal subdivisions along private lands 
bound the WSA in Idaho. Primitive dirt roads, fence lines, and a natural gas pipeline bound the WSA in 
Nevada. Four cherrystem roads (612 miles) enter the WSA. The northem portion adjoins the Little 
Owyhee River WSA (ID-16-48C) and the Owyhee River Canyon WSA (ID-16-48B/OR-3-195); the 
southern end adjoins the Owyhee Canyon WSA (NV-010-106). 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 50,135 acres recommended for wilderness 
2,662 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The 50,135 acres recommended for wilderness would protect 19% miles of spectacularly scenic canyons 
and 40,145 acres of surrounding plateaus. Some 1,165 acres of BLM land in Idaho adjacent to the 
WSA were also recommended for wilderness and were included to provide a more definable wildemess 
boundary. The area appears natural, has outstanding opportunities for solitude and for primitive and 
unconfined recreation, and offers significant special features. The area is manageable to protect 
wildemess values over the long term. The 50,135 acres recommended for wilderness are part of a 
proposed 385,080-acre Owyhee Canyonlands wilderness that would include about 270 miles of desert 
canyon, 164 miles of whitewater boating opportunities, and 292,640 acres of plateau. 


At the WSA's southem end in Nevada, 2,662 acres are recommended for other uses. This area would 
allow for a utility corridor along the existing Paiute Pipeline. This corridor was identified through the 
BLM’s planning process. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The South Fork Owyhee River WSA is a flat to hilly sagebrush, bitterbrush, and 
bunchgrass-covered plateau sharply dissected by 20 miles of canyons, including 17 miles of the South 
Fork Owyhee River. The South Fork canyon is 500 to 800 feet deep, narrow, and very meandering. 
The canyon walls that are not vertical are covered with sagebrush and bunchgrasses, while the riparian 
areas are narrow bands of lush grasses, rushes, and sedges. Wildlife includes California bighorn sheep, 
mule deer, pronghom antelope, mountain lion, bobcat, coyote, river otter, beaver, raptors, waterfowl, 
chukar and other birds, and redband trout. The WSA is predominantly natural. Man's imprints are 
limited to widely dispersed rangeland developments including six small stock ponds, 141% miles of ways, 
6% miles of cherrystem roads, and fences on the plateau. Imprints within the canyon are limited to 
some historic ruins. The Paiute Pipeline and accompanying road can be seen from a small portion of 
the WSA’s southem part. 


B. Solitude: The WSA’s outstanding opportunities for solitude are attributed to the isolated seclusion of 
the canyonlands and the vastness of the desert plateaus. The meandering character of the canyons 
and water courses provides excellent topographic screening between visitor groups traveling close 
together. The depth of the canyons, combined with limited viewing distances, creates a tremendous 
sense of seclusion from the rest of the world. The lengths of canyons allow visiting groups to readily 
find campsites out of sight and sound of other groups and to adjust their travel rates to avoid any 


interaction. 
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From high points on the plateau, thousands of square miles of open space, stretching from the Steens 
Mountains in Oregon to Juniper Mountain in Idaho to the Bull Run Mountains in Nevada, are visible. 
These vast, open spaces instill a sense of complete separation from civilization. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. The southwest comer of Idaho is a Military Operations 
Area for training fighter and bomber pilots in low elevation, subsonic flight. Aircraft fly as low as 100 feet 
above the plateau’s surface. Due to variations in flight patterns and schedules, impacts to solitude vary 
greatly from day to day and week to week. At times, aircraft can be seen and/or heard all day. Other 
times, one can travel for days and not see or hear a military jet. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The scenic natural features and landform diversity 
contribute to outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation, including hunting, 
backpacking, river running, and the associated activities of sight-seeing, photography, wildlife viewing, 
botanical studies, and fishing. River running opportunities on the South Fork Owyhee River are 
exceptional. 


The miles of canyons, their diverse and eroded rock landscapes, and their steep slopes create a sense 
of isolation, enhancing the primitive recreation experience. Visitors traveling in or near the canyons are 
constantly aware of the forces of nature. 


The challenge and excitement of whitewater rapids add significantly to the boating experience. Hiking 
the rugged canyons and plateau without the aid of established trails provides an arduous challenge that 
heightens the primitive recreation experience. 


The many talus slopes encourage visitors to travel between the river and plateau. Recreational use of 
the plateau concentrates near the canyon rims, which often offer less arduous hiking conditions than 
those in the canyons and provide spectacular canyon vistas. Hiking on the plateau provides an 
opportunity to experience vast, open spaces. 


D. Special Features: The WSA is rich in special features, including scenic, scientific, wildlife and 
cultural values. The special features contribute significantly to the overall quality of the wildemess 


characteristics. 


The canyons of the South Fork Owyhee River are of exceptionally high scenic quality. The combination 
of moving water, colorful sheer cliffs, grass-covered talus slopes, and blue sky creates a dramatic stark 
beauty that totally envelopes the visitor. In places, reddish-brown cliffs drop hundreds of feet to the 
water. Brilliant green, yellow, and orange microflora tint the fractured, blocky rock monoliths. Eroded 
spires frequently top the monoliths. Near the base of the cliffs, water sometimes seeps from fractures to 
nourish small, lush, clinging, deep green plant communities. The sheer rock walls often give way to 
steep slopes covered with mosaics of red rock rubble and subdued green and yellow vegetation. 


Sensitive wildlife species include California bighorn sheep, bobcat, river otter, and redband trout. Of 
particular concem is the bighom sheep, a species dependent upon wildilands habitat. Bighom sheep 


were reintroduced into the canyon complex in 1985. 


Sensitive plant species found in the WSA include Eatonella nives, Lupinus uncialis, Artemisia 
packardiae, and Malacothrix. 


The WSA contains both historic and prehistoric archaeological sites. Prehistoric sites are found on the 
plateau and in caves and rock shelters within the canyons. Historic sites include rock walls and the 
ruins of several stone buildings along the river. 
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4. MANAGEABILITY 


The WSA is manageable in the long term. There are no conflicting resource uses. The WSA is over 27 
miles from a paved highway. Vehicle access to the WSA boundaries is mostly along minimally 
constructed and maintained dirt roads. Much of the plateau is relatively flat, but areas close to the 
canyons are strewn with rock rubble and are impassible to vehicles. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


The area has low potential for all metallic minerals and energy resources. There are no mining claims 
or oil and gas leases. Sand and gravel deposits are present. Volcanic rocks, potentially usable as 
dimension stone or decorative rock are widespread, but larger deposits are available in more accessible 
areas. 


Chalcedony and common opal may have been recovered from three prospects in the WSA’s northem 
part. The lack of bright, interesting colors and patterns limits their value and marketability for lapidary 
uses. 


6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS 


The BLM received 117 comments on the draft Owyhee Canyonlands Wilderness EIS; 48 supported all 
WSAs or portions of all WSAs in the Owyhee Canyonlands complex as wilderness, 46 opposed any 
wildemess in the WSA complex, and 23 had no position. Those in favor of wilderness for the South 
Fork Owyhee River WSA supported designating the entire WSA as wilderness for long-term protection of 
wildlife, vegetation, and other natural resources. Opposition to any of the WSAs becoming wilderness 
was based upon a desire for improved livestock management opportunities, the need for continued use 
of the area for motorized recreation, the need to have further opportunities to explore for and possibly 
develop mineral and energy resources, and the need to potentially develop utility corridors. 


Govemment agencies took the following positions: the Fish and Wildlife Service supported wildemess 
designation; the Bonneville Power Administration did not object to wildemess designation provided there 
was adequate consideration given to utility corridors; the U.S. Air Force supported wildemess if no 
significant restrictions were placed on military overflights; the Bureau of Reclamation had no objection to 
wilderness; the Governor of Nevada, the Nevada State Office of Community Services, the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife, the Nevada Division of State Parks, and the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game supported wildemess designation; the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology and the Nevada 
Department of Minerals could not endorse wilderness until more geological data was available; and the 
Idaho Air National Guard opposed wildemess, as did the local governments of Owyhee and Elko 
counties. 


Following the conclusion of the public comment period for the draft Owyhee Canyonlands Wildemess 
EIS, but before the completion of the final EIS, the BLM received 78 comments. One opposed any 
wildemess designation in the WSA complex, one took no position, and 76 supported wildemess 
designation. Of the wildemess advocates, 61 supported designating the entire South Fork Owyhee 
River WSA as wildemess. Most of the wilderness support was in response to a "flyer" sent out by the 
Committee for Idaho’s High Desert and to a Sierra Club "alert." 
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OWYHEE CANYON WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 21,875 acres 


The Owyhee Canyon WSA (NV-010-106), located about 90 miles northwest of Elko, Nevada, comprises 
21,875 acres of BLM land and a 280-acre private inholding. Primitive dirt roads and a natural gas 
pipeline bound most of the WSA. The remainder adjoins private property. The South Fork Owyhee 
River WSA (ID-16-53/NV-010-103A) is just north of this WSA. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 13,525 acres recommended for wilderness 
8,350 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The 13,525 acres recommended for wilderness would protect 14 miles of spectacularly scenic canyon 
and 11,925 acres of surrounding plateau. The area appears natural, has outstanding opportunities for 
solitude and for primitive and unconfined recreation, and offers significant special features. The area is 
manageable to protect wilderness values over the long term. The 13,525 acres recommended for 
wildemess are part of a proposed 385,080-acre Owyhee Canyonlands wilderness that would include 
about 270 miles of desert canyon, 164 miles of whitewater boating opportunities, and 292,640 acres of 
plateau. 


The 8,350 acres recommended for other uses include canyons and plateaus within the southem third of 
the WSA. Private property and its access route separate this area from the recommended for 
wilderness portion. A road is needed to the South Fork Owyhee River to provide access for whitewater 
boating. The existing access route to private property is the most reasonable location. The WSA’s 
southem part has been identified through BLM’s planning process as a possible utility corridor. 
Releasing the 8,350 acres for nonwilderness uses would allow for future consideration of these activities. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The westem two-thirds of the Owyhee Canyon WSA consists of a gently rolling 
sagebrush, bitterbrush, and bunchgrass plateau. The eastem third is a basin cut by 21 miles of 100 to 
300 foot deep canyons, including 18 miles of the South Fork Owyhee River. The narrow, meandering 
canyon walls that are not vertical are covered with sagebrush and bunchgrasses, while the riparian 
areas are narrow bands of lush grasses, rushes, and sedges. Wildlife includes mule deer, pronghom 
antelope, mountain lion, bobcat, coyote, river otter, beaver, raptors, waterfowl, chukar and other birds, 
and redband trout. California bighorn sheep may move into the area from the adjoining South Fork 
Owyhee River WSA. The WSA is predominantly natural. Man’s imprints are limited to one stock pond 
and 4 miles of vehicle ways. 


B. Solitude: The WSA’s outstanding opportunities for solitude are attributed to the isolated seclusion of 
canyonlands and the vastness of the desert plateaus. The meandering character of the canyons and 
river bed provides excellent topographic screening between visitor groups traveling close together. The 
depth of the canyon, combined with limited viewing distances, creates a tremendous sense of seclusion 
from the rest of the world. 


From high points on the plateau, thousands of square miles of open space, stretching from the Steens 
Mountains in Oregon to Juniper Mountain in Idaho to the Bull Run Mountains in Nevada, are visible. 
These vast, open spaces instill a sense of complete separation from civilization. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. A Military Operations Area and two Military Training 
Routes, used for low-level, high-speed exercises, cover the WSA. The military is also expanding its 
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operations in the area to include supersonic flights. Aircraft fly as low as 100 feet above the ground. 
Disruption of the silence, which contributes to the feeling of solitude, is still infrequent. At times, aircraft 
can be seen or heard all day. Other times, one can travel for days and not see or hear a military jet. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The scenic natural features and landform diversity attract 
people interested in hunting, backpacking, river running, and the associated activities of sight-seeing, 

photography, wildlife viewing, botanical studies, and fishing. River running opportunities on the South 
Fork Owyhee River are exceptional. 


The miles of canyons, their diverse and eroded rock landscapes, and their steep slopes create a sense 
of isolation, enhancing the primitive recreation experience. Visitors traveling in or near the canyon are 
constantly aware of the forces of nature. 


The challenge and excitement of whitewater rapids add significantly to the boating experience. Hiking 
the rugged canyons and plateau without the aid of established trails provides an arduous challenge that 
heightens the primitive recreation experience. 


Talus slopes encourage visitors to travel between the river and the plateau. Recreational use of the 
plateau concentrates near the canyon rims, which often offer less arduous hiking conditions than those 
in the canyon and provide spectacular canyon vistas. Hiking on the plateau provides an opportunity to 
experience vast, open spaces. 


D. Special Features: The WSA is rich in special features, including scenic, wildlife and cultural values. 
The special features contribute significantly to the overall quality of wilderness characteristics. 


The canyons are of high scenic quality. The combination of moving water, colorful sheer cliffs, grass- 
covered talus slopes, and blue sky creates a dramatic stark beauty that totally envelopes the visitor. 
Sheer walls of dark brown to black rock dominate the scenery. Brilliant green, yellow, and orange 
microflora tint the fractured, blocky rock monoliths. Near the base of the cliffs, water sometimes seeps 
from fractures to nourish small, lush, clinging, deep green plant communities. The sheer rock walls rise 
above steep slopes covered with mosaics of blackish rock rubble and subdued green and yellow 
vegetation. 


Sensitive wildlife species include bobcat, river otter, and redband trout. The recent reintroduction of 
Califomia bighom sheep into the adjoining South Fork Owyhee River could result in bighorns moving 
into the Owyhee Canyon WSA. 


The WSA contains both historic and prehistoric archaeological sites. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The WSA is manageable in the long term. There are no conflicting resource uses. The WSA is over 27 
miles from a paved highway. Vehicle access to the WSA boundaries is mostly along minimally 
constructed and maintained dirt roads. Much of the plateau is relatively flat, but areas close to the 
canyon are strewn with rock rubble and are impassible to vehicles. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 
The area has low potential for all metallic minerals and energy resources. There are no mining claims 


or oil and gas leases. Sand and gravel deposits are present. Volcanic rocks, potentially usable as 
dimension stone or decorative rock, are widespread, but larger deposits are available in more accessible 


areas. 
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LITTLE HUMBOLDT RIVER WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 42,213 Acres 


The Little Humboldt River WSA (NV-010-132), located 65 miles northwest of Elko and about 3 miles 
north of Midas, Nevada on the easter flank of the Snowstorm Mountains, comprises 42,213 acres of 
BLM land with 480 acres of private inholdings. Roads and fences delineate about half the WSA’s 
boundaries. The remainder follows legal subdivisions. A fence forms the north half of the eastern 
boundary. The south half of the eastern boundary runs "point-to-point" from the fence to the western 
boundary of the SE'% of section 29, T40N, R46E, and follows this legal subdivision to a jeep trail. The 
boundary follows the jeep trail south to the southem boundary road in Oregon Canyon. Beginning in 
section 6, T39N, R46E and ending in the SW% of section 2, T40N, R44E, the boundary heads in a 
northwesterly direction, following dirt roads and legal subdivisions between public and private lands. 
The remainder of the boundary follows dirt roads north and east to the WSA’s northeast comer. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 29,775 acres recommended for wilderness 
12,438 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The 29,775-acre area is recommended for wilderness because it contains diverse ecosystems with high 
wilderness values. The recommended area contains deep canyons and drainages, volcanic mesas, high 
rocky ridges, and wide undulating plains. Aspens, willows, and wild roses line the watercourses. 
Diverse wildlife species, including California bighorn sheep, mule deer, Lahontan cutthroat trout, 
pronghorn antelope, sage grouse, quail, and raptors, contribute to the naturalness and outstanding 
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Recreation opportunities include photography, 
hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, horseback riding, rock climbing, and viewing wild horses. 


The area recommended for wilderness contains two inholdings. A 40-acre parcel at the southern end 
has no developed access and is too rugged for development. A cherrystem road provides access to the 
160-acre parcel at Castle Place in the northern portion. This parcel contains a corral, but its primary use 
is recreational. Neither the corral nor cherrystem road is substantially noticeable. The area 
recommended for wilderness contains one other cherrystem road, which is not visible from most of the 
recommended area or the canyon areas. These roads are lightly used and their impact on wilderness 
values is insignificant. The wilderness recommendation would apply to either inholding, if acquired 
through purchase or exchange. 


Within the area recommended for wilderness, the USGS identified two areas with potential for zeolites 
and one area with potential for gold. Wilderness values in all three areas are considered higher than the 
mineral potential. Development of the two zeolite deposits is unlikely because of low quality and 
extreme distance from markets. Wilderness values, especially those along the South Fork Little 
Humboldt River, are considered far more important than the potential for zeolite. 


The USGS identified an area of moderate gold potential along the South Fork Little Humboldt River. 
Testing showed anomalous amounts of arsenic and mercury, suggesting the presence of gold. These 
findings are not significant enough to outweigh the outstanding opportunities for both solitude and 
primitive recreation along the river and the need to maintain the river's integrity. 


The recommended for wilderness boundary is easily identifiable and could be marked on the ground, but 
few topographic barriers exist to prevent cross-country vehicle travel. The area's overall ruggedness and 
internal canyons would discourage most cross-country travel. 


The southeastem portion is not recommended for wilderness because of high mineral potential and less 
than outstanding opportunities for solitude. The area has a high potential for gold and is a probable 
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extension of the mining district to the south. 


Areas along the western boundary are not recommended for wilderness due to mineral potential, 
irregular boundaries formed by private lands, inholdings and cherrystem roads. The southwestern 
portion’s mineral potential is high for gold. The areas are natural, but lack the vegetative and 
topographic screening necessary for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation. The sights and 
sounds of mineral development on inholdings and adjacent private lands would adversely affect 
naturalness and solitude. 


The northwestern corner is not recommended for wilderness. The area is natural but lacks topographic 
or vegetative screening. The terrain is conducive to cross-country vehicle travel that could adversely 
affect the area's naturalness. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 





A. Naturalness: The WSA generally appears natural. The WSA lies in the upper basin of the South 
Fork Little Humboldt River between the Snowstorm Mountains, Castle Ridge, and the Owyhee Bluffs. 
Rolling hills and benches of sagebrush-grassland dissected by steep-walled, narrow canyons 
characterize the WSA. Elevations range from 5,079 to 7,722 feet. Canyons are over 400 feet deep in 
places and contain dense stands of willow, aspen, and wild rose. Many wildlife species, including big 
game animals, upland game birds, raptors, and Lahontan cutthroat trout, occur in the WSA. 


Although man-made facilities exist, they are possible to escape in much of the WSA. Four ways, 
totalling 14 miles, extend into the WSA. Thirteen and one half miles of barbed wire fence are found 
throughout the WSA. Half this fencing was constructed in 1984 for riparian enhancement along the 
South Fork Little Humboldt River. The remaining fences were constructed in 1983 as pasture fences and 
extend westward from near the confluence of First Creek with the South Fork Little Humboldt River. 


B. Solitude: The topography, vegetation, and size provide outstanding opportunities for solitude in 
most of the Little Humboldt River WSA. Vegetative screening is excellent along the river and side 
canyons, but is only moderate to poor on the rolling hills and flats. Topographic screening is 
outstanding in the canyons and drainages, and when combined with the vegetative screening, provides 
superior opportunities for solitude. Areas close to cherrystem roads, inholdings, and private land 
parcels, where mineral and other activities are anticipated, would have reduced opportunities for 
solitude. The remainder of the WSA has moderate opportunities for solitude due to moderate to good 
topographic screening. The recommendation would eliminate those areas with poor opportunities for 


solitude. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The deeply-dissected, narrow canyons and the stream 
confluences with their spire-like formations offer outstanding opportunities for photography, rock 
climbing, hiking, fishing, hunting, and exploring. The tributaries offer attractions away from the main 
canyon. A significant opportunity exists for viewing and photographing wild horses. The lack of 
vegetative screening, wide flat mesas and rolling hills, which normally detract from wilderness values, 
enhance wild horse viewing. Opportunities for hiking vary from fair on the flats to very difficult within the 
canyon. Trips could average two to five days. Good to excellent camping opportunities exist in the 
canyons and along the streams. Camping opportunities are limited within the WSA’s northern third 
because of the lack of shelter and water away from the river. Before pasture fence construction, wild 
horse trails provided excellent horseback riding opportunities. If these temporary fences are removed, 
the area could again accommodate three-day trips. The river provides good trout fishing opportunities. 
The unique riparian habitat supports an outstanding diversity of large and small game and upland birds. 
The rugged rock formations and good condition riparian areas support high populations of cliff-nesting 
prairie falcons and golden eagles, providing outstanding opportunities for viewing and study. 
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D. Special Features: The WSA provides a unique area for studying the transition zone between the 
southern Owyhee Cold Desert and a Basin and Range aspen forest without the typical pinyon-juniper 
woodlands. Within the WSA’s northern portion, Artemisia packardiae, a rare sagebrush, is thought to 
occur. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The entire WSA is manageable as wilderness. There are no pre-FLPMA mining claims or other rights. 
Three inholdings near the WSA boundary could require constructed access, which would slightly reduce 
wilderness values in their immediate vicinity. Access would not require more than a few hundred feet of 
road and would not result in other WSA lands becoming unmanageable. 


The portion recommended for wilderness would have less management concerms over the long term. 
The recommended boundary would remove three cherrystem roads, two pit reservoirs, three inholdings, 
four intrusionary tracts of private land, and miles of irregular WSA boundary that are difficult to locate on 
the ground. While the recommended for wilderness boundary would include two inholdings, two 
cherrystem roads, and riparian and livestock management fences, this area could be managed over the 
long term to protect wildemess values and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and for 
unconfined recreation. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


Different parts of the study area have varying potential for disseminated gold and Zeolites. The study 
area does include any known economic mineral resources. The older volcanic rocks near Brush Creek 
and near Snowstorm Creek have high potential for disseminated gold. An area along the South Fork 
Little Humboldt River has moderate potential for disseminated gold. The remainder of the study area 
has low potential for disseminated gold. As of October 1989, there were approximately 400 post-FLPMA 
mining claims, most in the WSA’s northwest and southeast portions. 


The WSA’s northeastem portion has high or moderate potential for zeolites. The remainder of the study 
area has low potential for zeolites. The WSA has low potential for other minerals, energy resources, 
and sand and gravel. 


6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC COMMENTS 


The BLM received 31 comments on the draft EIS; 16 mentioned wilderness. Ten of these comments 
were specific to the Little Humboldt River WSA. Three supported the BLM's recommendation, two 
opposed wilderness designation, three supported designating the entire WSA as wildemess, and two 
supported designating more than the entire WSA as wildemess. A national minerals coalition expressed 
concems about the area’s mineral potential. 


The Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Park Service, USGS, Fish and Wildlife Service, and EPA 
commented on the draft EIS. Only the EPA had WSA-specific comments. The Governor of Nevada’s 
consistency review supported wilderness designation for a smaller area closer to the canyon rim 
because of manageability concems and mineral potential. Local government entities generally opposed 


all wilderness designation. 


The BLM received one comment on the Elko Final Wildemess EIS; the EPA endorsed the BLM’s 
recommendation. 
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ROUGH HILLS WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 6,685 acres 


The Rough Hills WSA (NV-010-151), located approximately 65 miles north of Elko, Nevada, includes 
6,685 acres of public lands and 200 acres of private inholdings. The WSA is approximately six miles 
west of the Jarbidge Wilderness. Fenced private properties form the east and west boundaries and 
approximately half the southern boundary. Dirt roads form the northeast and extreme southwest and 
southeast boundaries. Unmarked public and private land boundaries form the northwestern edge. The 
Humboldt National Forest adjoins the northern boundary. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 6,685 acres recommended for wilderness 
0 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


All of the 6,685-acre Rough Hills WSA is recommended for wilderness because of its naturalness and 
outstanding opportunities for both solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. The rugged diversity 
of cliffs, peaks, canyons, ridges, domes, creeks, springs, and the Bruneau River supports varied 
vegetative communities of mountain mahogany, chokecherry, aspen, bitterbrush, serviceberry, meadow, 
and sagebrush, all free of the evidence of man and offering outstanding scenic quality. 


Topographic screening is outstanding with high ridgelines, peaks, and many winding drainages and 
canyons. The aspen groves and mountain mahogany stands provide vegetative screening and combine 
with the topography to offer outstanding solitude. 


Outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist in the WSA. Opportunities 
include backpacking, camping, hiking, horseback riding, upland game bird and mule deer hunting, 
wildlife observation, sightseeing, photography, and fishing. Many springs provide outstanding 
opportunities to view wildlife. 


Conflicts with other resource uses are essentially nonexistent. Mineral and energy resource potentials 
are low. The WSA contains two mining claims and no mineral leases. Man's imprints are limited to a 
developed spring just inside the southern boundary and a short vehicle way in the southwestern comer. 
Two private inholdings are used for livestock management. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The WSA appears natural overall. The rectangular-shaped WSA is an island of 
rhyolite flows, domes, plugs and volcanic tuffs between Cornwall and Charleston Basins. While the 
WSA is not forested, the east-side drainages contain aspen groves and the higher elevations contain 
isolated aspen pockets and dense mountain mahogany stands. Sagebrush areas dominate, but the 
area also contains many meadow, bitterbrush, serviceberry, and other shrub communities. The WSA 
contains over two miles of the Bruneau River, creeks, and many springs. Abundant and diverse wildlife 
is present. Man’s imprints are limited to a developed spring just inside the southern boundary and a 
short vehicle way in the southwestern corner. 


B. Solitude: The Rough Hills WSA contains outstanding opportunities for solitude. Topographic 
screening is outstanding with high ridgelines, peaks, and many winding drainages and canyons. The 
many aspen groves and mountain mahogany stands provide good vegetative screening and combine 
with the topography offer outstanding solitude. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. A Military Training Route crosses directly over the WSA. 
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Disruption of the silence, which contributes to the feeling of solitude, is still infrequent. Aircraft fly as low 
as 100 feet above the ground. At times, aircraft can be seen and/or heard all day. Other times, military 


planes are not seen or head. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The Rough Hills WSA, in spite of its small size, offers an 
outstanding array of quality primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities. These opportunities are 
discussed under Recommendation and Rationale. 


Panoramic views from the WSA combine with the internal scenic qualities to enhance the recreational 
setting and provide opportunities for exceptional primitive and unconfined recreation. 


D. Special Features: The Rough Hills WSA contains the head of the Bruneau River Canyon that 
becomes a wild and scenic river 20 miles downstream. While not a special feature, it is important to 


protect the river's headwaters. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The compact regular shape, lack of cherrystem roads, and lack of conflicting uses contribute to the long- 
term manageability of the WSA. The Rough Hills WSA is a block of public land with two private 
inholdings. The 160-acre parcel is considered undevelopable, while the 40-acre inholding could 
potentially be developed. Both parcels are used in conjunction with livestock operations; this use is 
anticipated to be long-term. Should a change in use occur and access to the 40-acre parcel be 
developed, the impacts would not affect wilderness values in the WSA as a whole. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


Although the WSA is close to three mining districts, there is no mining history other than the unrecorded 
production of two ounces of placer gold near the northeast comer. The WSA has low potential for 
metallic minerals, barite, energy resources, and sand and gravel. 


As of January 1990, there were two post-FLPMA mining claims. A Plan of Operations under 43 CFR 
3802 was filed, but has been inactive since 1992. Other than placer gold, no mineral deposits similar to 
those in nearby mining districts are known within the WSA. A depression-era placer deposit is limited to 
a perched gravel deposit of non-commercial value. 


6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS 


The BLM received 31 comments on the draft EIS; 16 mentioned wilderness. Eight of these comments 
were specific to the Rough Hills WSA. Seven supported a wilderness recommendation. One opposed 


wilderness designation. 


The Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Park Service, USGS, Fish and Wildlife Service, and EPA 
commented on the draft EIS, but had no specific comments on this WSA. The Governor of Nevada’s 
consistency review concurred with BLM’s recommendation, but expressed concerns about inholdings 


and mineral potential. 


The BLM received one comment on the Elko Final Wilderness EIS; the EPA endorsed the BLM’s 
wilderness recommendation. 
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BAD LANDS WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 


1. THE STUDY AREA - 9,426 acres 


The Bad Lands WSA (NV-010-184), located approximately 65 miles northeast of Elko, Nevada and 25 
miles southwest of Jackpot, Nevada, includes rough volcanic ridges and cliffs and eight miles of Salmon 
Falls Creek. A telephone line and bladed access road form the southern and most of the westem 
boundaries. Private lands at Twin Meadows Ranch comprise the remainder of the western boundary. A 
rugged four-wheel drive road defines the eastern and northem boundary. The WSA’s southeast comer 
adjoins private lands at Burnt Meadows. There are no split estate lands or private inholdings. 


2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 8,415 acres recommended for wilderness 
1,011 acres recommended for nonwilderness 


The recommendation for this WSA is to designate 8,415 acres as wilderness because of naturalness 
and outstanding opportunities for both solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. The remaining 
1,011 acres would be released for uses other than wilderness. 


Salmon Falls Creek, as it meanders through the WSA, offers outstanding opportunities for floating, 
hiking, primitive camping, fishing, photography, and sightseeing. The rugged, volcanic cliffs and 
canyons are extremely scenic and provide outstanding opportunities for solitude. The sinuosity and the 
lush riparian vegetation of Salmon Falls Creek provide excellent screening. 


Conflicts with other resources are nonexistent. There are no identified mineral resources and low 
potentials for undiscovered deposits of all metallic minerals and energy resources. As of October 1989, 
there were no mining claims in the WSA. 


Seven small parcels along the WSA’s periphery make up the 1,011 acres not recommended for 
wilderness. These parcels are not recommended for wilderness because man-caused intrusions 
significantly diminish wilderness values. These intrusions, which were missed during the intensive 
inventory, include a rangeland seeding, an earthen reservoir, a bladed fence line, and a pre-FLPMA 
telephone line and bladed access road. 


3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS 


A. Naturalness: The 8,415 acres recommended for wilderness are predominately natural and free of 
man’s imprints. The area is rugged with volcanic outcroppings and ridges. Elevations range from 5,700 
feet to over 6,000 feet. Salmon Falls Creek, with its lush riparian vegetation, meanders below 250-foot 
canyon walls. Pinnacles and spires over 100 feet tall tower over the creek. Man's imprint consists of 
one earthen reservoir and three vehicle ways. The earthen reservoir is located along the north boundary 
road and is visible only in the immediate vicinity. The three vehicle ways along the eastern boundary do 
not detract from the area’s naturalness because of the rugged terrain. The overall influence of man on 
the area’s naturalness is negligible. 


The 1,011 acres not recommended for wildemess contain imprints missed during the intensive inventory. 
A substantially noticeable 100-acre crested wheatgrass seeding significantly diminishes naturalness in 
the WSA’s northwest comer. The bladed fence line just inside the eastem WSA boundary and the 
telephone line/bladed access road inside the southern boundary create long, narrow strips with the 
intrusions on one side and the boundary road on the other. This significantly diminishes naturalness. 


B. Solitude: Within the area recommended for wilderness there are outstanding opportunities for 
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solitude. Along Salmon Falls Creek, the sinuous canyon, towering walls, and rugged side canyons 
provide excellent opportunities for solitude. The riparian vegetation along Salmon Falls Creek and in the 
lower reaches of the side canyons enhance these opportunities. While the vegetative screening above 
the canyon is poor, the rough volcanic mesa and rugged rocky outcroppings provide good topographic 
screening. 


Military aircraft sometimes disrupt the solitude. A Military Training Route, used for low-level, high-speed 
exercises, covers most of the WSA. Flight elevations vary, but aircraft fly as low as 100 feet above 
ground level. Disruption of the silence, which contributes to the feeling of solitude in the Bad Lands 
WSA, is still infrequent. At times, aircraft can be seen and/or heard all day. Other times, one can travel 
for days and not see or hear a military jet. 


Within the area not recommended for wilderness, opportunities for solitude are nonexistent. 


C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The area recommended for wilderness contains outstanding 
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Most of the WSA allows for unconfined freedom of 
movement because of the many drainages, hills and ridges. While users would concentrate along 
Salmon Falls Creek, the riparian vegetation and canyon’s sinuosity ensure that opportunities for primitive 
and unconfined recreation are available. 


Fishing opportunities along Salmon Falls Creek are excellent. The creek offers a challenging adventure 
to kayakers and rafters during high water. The diversity of wildlife species, including river otter, raptors, 
chukar, cougar, and bobcat, provides outstanding opportunities for wildlife observation and photography. 
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep were reintroduced into the area in 1989, adding another opportunity. 


There are no opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation in the areas not recommended for 
wildemess. 


D. Special Features: The WSA contains no special features. 


4. MANAGEABILITY 


The 8,415-acre area recommended for wilderness is manageable as wilderness due primarily to its 
extreme ruggedness and relative inaccessibility. There are no mining claims or oil and gas leases. The 
potential for undiscovered deposits of all metallic minerals or energy resources is low. There are no 
private inholdings, state lands or rights-of-way. The rugged, rocky terrain limits opportunities for ORV 
travel. 


The 1,011 acres not recommended for wilderness are not manageable as wilderness. The seeding 
must be periodically maintained. The four small parcels along the east and south boundaries are not 
manageable as wildemess because of telephone line and fence line maintenance requirements. 


5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES 


According to a USGS report, the area has no identified mineral resources and low potential for 
undiscovered deposits of all metallic minerals and energy resources. As of October 1989, there were no 


mining claims in the area. 
6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS 


The BLM received 42 comments on the draft EIS. Four supported more wilderness than proposed, 
seven supported the proposed action, 25 supported less wilderness than proposed, and six had no 
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position. Most comments specific to the Bad Lands WSA touched on high wilderness and scenic values 
and potential enhancement from bighorn sheep reintroduction. Comments opposing wilderness centered 
on the potential for increased visitor use to adversely affect the small area. 


County agencies or officials submitted no comments. The Governor of Nevada's consistency review 
supported the BLM's original preferred alternative but suggested developing a more identifiable eastern 
boundary. 


The EPA requested clarification in the final EIS on interim management, off-road vehicle use affecting 
potential wilderness status, access for mineral exploration or development, and the use of USGS/BOM 
surveys to modify wilderness recommendation. The U.S. Air Force supported alternatives that would not 


restrict military overflights. 


The BLM received one comment on the final Wells Wilderness EIS; the EPA supported the proposed 
action. 
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